
 

CV of Davendren Govender 
 

76 Dandelion Road, Crossmoor, Chatsworth, 4092 

(c): 081 571 8654 , (h): 031 409 1138 

vernin.govender@gmail.com 
LinkedIn Profile: https://www.linkedin.com/in/davendren-govender-97216b61 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
Davendren has completed his BSc (Honours) Degree in Environmental Management through 

the University of South Africa (UNISA) in 2014, following the completion of his BSocSc 

Degree in Geography and Environmental Management (UKZN) in 2012.  

 

Davendren has gained fundamental work experience with international consulting companies, 

within his profession, primarily focusing on Geographic Information Systems (GIS). Most 

recently working at SRK Consulting having been employed as GIS Intern for a period of 1 year 

10 months. Prior to that working as a GIS and Environmental Consultant at Afzelia 

Environmental Consultants, for a period of 3 months. Before his time at Afzelia Environmental 

Consultants, Davendren had been based in Maseru, Lesotho, employed under the “Systematic 

Land Regularization Project in Lesotho”. This was a Joint Venture between Danish and 

Swedish International consulting companies (COWI-ORGUT). Before being based in Lesotho, 

he was a National Environmental Volunteer at the COP17 event. 

 

Davendren has also been involved in core environmental programmes such as COP17 hosted 

by Durban in November 2011, and the Doorstep Environmental Programme Series. Davendren 

has also been actively involved with multiple Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) such 

as Greenpeace South Africa, the South Durban Community Environmental Alliance (SDCEA), 

and collaborative work with 350.org.  

 

Davendren is a young professional, who strives for excellence in any designated task, and 

performs to the best of his ability. Qualities such as being a Team Player, Practical Thinker 

with Analytical Capabilities, and Efficient, best exemplifies his character. 
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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

 

 

GIS Intern 
SRK Consulting, Westville, Durban 

February 2015 – December 2016 [1 Year, 10 months] 

 

 Cartographic design and mapping for Chevron projects – following strict Chevron 

defined rules 

 Cartographic support to the Environmental, Water and Civils Project Teams 

 Map production and basic interpretation of Geology and Hydrogeology  

 Groundwater elevation mapping and groundwater flow determination for 

petrochemical sites, using ESRI’s Spatial Analyst for ArcMap 

 Data management for large scale water reticulation projects, including hydrocensus 

data management and processing 

 Various conversions of spatial and non-spatial data types, for use by fieldworkers in 

remote locations 

 Geo-rectification of imagery to the correct spatial location and digitizing of features 

 Visual Impact Assessment support, collection  and write up of viewpoint descriptions 

and related mapping 

 Creation of geodatabases and setting up of the ArcGIS Collector, assisting in the 

capture of spatial and non-spatial data for fieldworkers on site 

 Supporting the environmental team with the Public Participation process, faxing and 

calling of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 

 Tender administrator, responsible for searching tender databases and distributing 

tenders to the larger Environmental Project Team 

 

 

GIS and Environmental Consultant 

Afzelia Environmental Consultants, Morningside, Durban 

November 2014 – February 2015 [3 months] 

 

 Production of map figures to the team, for reporting purposes 

 GIS support to on-site team members, assisting with navigation and recommended 

routes 

 Conversion of spatial data to appropriate file types for distribution to clients 

 Tasked with preparation of Visual Impact Assessment draft reports and viewshed 

modelling 

 Desktop Study and Analysis prior to site visits for strategic planning 

 Combining usage of Google Earth and ArcGIS for basic project administration and 

informed preparation of quotes for projects 

 Technical project support to the director 

 Preparation of quotes for potential projects 

 General administrative duties in the workplace 

 Designing and management of the company profile and brochures 

 

 

GIS Technician 

COWI-ORGUT, Maseru, Lesotho 

April 2013 – July 2013 [4 months] 

 

 Preparation for publication: combining alphanumerical SAR1 data with spatial pre-

vectorised or measured parcels 



 Deliver publication list and map: Primarily focused to the excel file linked with 

spatial data 

 Weekly and monthly reporting of statistics (statistics and maps in MapInfo/ArcGIS) 

 Performing QC prior to publication 

 Performing of QC of parcel plans 

 Performing QC prior to Final Submission 

 Data cleaning and upgrading 

 Maintain other types of project data as so requested by project management 

 Perform validation and quality control of the entered and processed data 

 Process and analyse collected geographic data 

 Vectorise and Index parcels based on provided geo-rectified imagery (satellite 

images, Orthophotos) 

 Create maps based on digital geographic data 

 

 

COP17 National Environmental Volunteer 

Tourism World Academy (Accredited with UNIDO), Durban 

November 2011 – December 2011 [1 month] 

 

 Speaking with delegates and tourists about climate change related issues in South 

Africa 

 Conducting Interviews and doing predefined qualitative surveys relating to the 

COP17 event being held in Durban 

 Distribution of the Green Passport document to locals, delegates and toursists 

 

 

Game Retail Outlet 

Game, Pinetown, Durban 

November 2010 – May 2011 [6 months] 

 

 Sales 

 Customer Care 

 Stock Management and Control 

 High Risk Counts 

 Aisle Management and Presentation 

 Price Tagging 

 Dealing with suppliers for electronic part replacements / repairs 
 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

BSc (Honours) in Environmental Management 

University of South Africa (UNISA) 

Durban, KwaZulu-Natal 

Courses: (a)Environmental Remote Sensing and Modelling; (b)Impact Mitigation and Management; 

(c)Environmental Risk Assessment; (d)Integrated Environmental Management Systems and Auditing;  

(e)Environmental Research Project 

 

Thesis: “Evaluating the effects of landfills on air and water quality, and benefits of gas recovery: A 

case study of CH4 + CO2 levels and leachate contamination in Marianhill Landfill Site, and leachate 

contamination in New England Road Landfill Site” 
December 2014 



 

 

BSocSc in Geography and Environmental Management 

University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), Howard College Campus 

Durban, KwaZulu-Natal 

Main Courses: (a)Environmental Systems; (b)Introduction to GIS; (c)Political Ecology; 

(d)Biophysical Environments in Southern Africa; (e)GIS and Remote Sensing; (f)Environmental 

Management 
June 2012 

 

National Senior Certificate 

Crossmoor Secondary School 

Chatsworth, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal 

Subjects: (a)Mathematics; (b)Geography; (c)Life Sciences; (d)Accounting; (e)English; (f)Afikaans; 

(g)Life Orientation 
December 2008 

 

 

SKILLS 

 

Languages             English,  

                               Afrikaans 

 

Computer Skills   Microsoft Office Suite 

                               ArcGIS 

                               ERDAS Imagine 

                               QGIS (Basic) 

                               Fluency of use with Google Earth, Google Maps and Data Acquisition 

 

Additional Skill     Practical Thinker 

                                Attention to Detail 

                                Team Player 

                                Meticulous and Efficient  

                                Ability to Work Under Pressure           

 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

 
 

1. SRK Consulting 

a. Keagan Allan 

Senior GIS Specialist 

(t) 031 279 1204 

(c) 072 192 2190 

(e) kallan@srk.co.za 

 

b. Wouter Jordan 

Associate Partner / Principal Environmental Scientist 

(t) 031 279 1200 

(c) 071 351 9009 

(e) jord@srk.co.za 
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2. Afzelia Environmental Consultants 

a. Paul Batho 

Director 

(t) 031 303 2835 

(c) 082 659 3318 

(e) paul@mabarchitects.co.za 

 

 

3. COWI 

a. Jan van Bennekom-Minnema 

GIS and IT Specialist / Production Manager 

(c) +266 5752 8448 

(e) jvb@cowi.dk 

 

4. Tourism World Academy 

a. Desarai Sadhabiriss 

Project Coordinator 

(t) 031 566 1626 

(e) desarai@calypsogroup.co.za 

 

5. Game Retail Outlet 

a. King Naidoo 

Store Manager – Game Pinetown 

(t) 031 716 1000 
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