

BEFORE THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

	THE OPEN SOURCE GEOSPATIAL FOUNDATION,


APPLICANT
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)


	IN RE:  APPLICATION FOR TAX EXEMPT STATUS: APPLICANT’S

RESPONSE TO IRS 

CORRESPONDENCE


This is the Applicant’s response to correspondence from Liz Ardoin of the Internal Revenue Service dated July 24, 2013 in which additional information has been requested.  It is being submitted by David Atkin, the Authorized Tax Representative for this organization.  A signed Form 2848 Power of Attorney and Declaration of Representative naming David Atkin has been submitted with prior requests for additional information.  

Members of the governing body of the applicant, The Open Source Geospatial Foundation, have personally reviewed each of the agent’s questions and the following applicant responses fully, carefully and thoroughly with to ensure the accuracy of the following responses. The IRS’ questions and the applicant’s responses follow:
Additional Information Requested:

QUESTION 1: [In our recent telephone meeting with Ms. Liz Ardoin, the IRS agent assigned to this case, she asked the following question.]   Does the applicant organization wish to continue to seek IRS recognition of its tax exempt status under section 501(c)(3) of the Code, or has it decided to seek recognition of its tax exempt status under another section of the Code?
RESPONSE 1: The organization has decided to abandon its attempt to gain IRS recognition of 501(c)(3) status, and wishes to apply for tax exemption pursuant to Section 501(c)(4).  Accordingly, the applicant is submitting the front page of IRS Form 1024 and asks to be allowed to change its submission to an application for recognition of its tax exempt status under 501(c)(4) of the Code.  The information and materials submitted with the applicant’s Form 1023 and in its subsequent responses to the IRS remains accurate and can provide the information needed to apply for recognition of its 501(c)(4) status.  
After considering the many issues and concerns raised by the IRS during the processing of its application for 501(c)(3) status, the Board of the applicant organization has decided that it more accurately fits the description of organizations that are tax exempt pursuant to Section 501(c)(4) of the Code.  This conclusion has been reinforced by the fact that Mr. Marcus Owens, the former director of the IRS Exempt Organization Division, recently helped an Open Source named “OPEN NTF”, which is an Open Source organization very similar to this applicant, successfully gain IRS recognition of its tax exempt status pursuant to section 501(c)(4).  We have discussed this matter with the directors and officers of OPEN NTF to confirm that that organization, and its purposes, and activities, are similar to this applicant.  They are all very similar, and we believe that this applicant as well qualifies for and, so similarly, should be granted recognition of its tax exempt status pursuant to section 501(c)(4).
Members of the governing body of the applicant, The Open Source Geospatial Foundation, have carefully reviewed the responses in this application form with the Authorized Tax Representative, David Atkin, to ensure the accuracy of the information provided. 

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this information, including accompanying documents, and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contains all the relevant facts relating to the request for information, and such facts are true, correct and complete.

Submitted on behalf of The Open Source Geospatial Foundation



Daniel Morrisette, Treasurer
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