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We are pleased to announce the Call for Papers for the FOSS4G (Free and Open Source Software for Geospatial) 2008 conference, being held from 29 September to 3 October, in beautiful Cape Town, South Africa. 

The 2008 Free and Open Source Software for Geospatial (FOSS4G) conference gathers developers and users of open source geospatial software from around the world to discuss new directions, exciting implementations, and growing business opportunities in the field of open source geospatial software. FOSS4G is presented annually by the Open Source Geospatial Foundation (OSGeo).

The local host for FOSS4G2008 is the Geo-Information Society of South Africa, GISSA. FOSS4G2008 incorporates 'GISSA 2008'. South African delegates can treat this as an extra-special biennial GISSA conference. 

FOSS4G 2008 papers take the form of 25 minute talks, with 5 minute question and answer sessions at the end. Anyone can submit a presentation proposal and take part in the conference as a presenter. This year we are thrilled to announce the inclusion of an academic track for peer reviewed papers. 

While Free and Open Source GIS is our focus, GISSA members are welcome submit papers they would have submitted were this the 'usual' GISSA conference, i.e. with solely proprietary GIS content. We want to encourage exposure, debate and understanding among FOSS and proprietary communities. Submissions with some reference or relevance to FOSS will be given preference, however and where appropriate, talks will be marked clearly on the programme as FOSS / Proprietary / Mixed / Reviewed. 
Topics for 2008 are:

· New FOSS GIS developments

· Interoperability and standards - OGC, GEOSS, using FOSS with proprietary software, etc.

· Making the transition to FOSS GIS

· FOSS GIS support and training

· FOSS GIS business models

· FOSS GIS implementation and deployment

· Open data, open content, open architectures, open everything!

· Case studies of open source implementations

· Improving FOSS GIS cartography and map production

· Use Case driven FOSS GIS development and improving the user experience

· FOSS GIS Internationalisation and Localisation

· GIS for sustainable development and the MDGs (Millenium Development Goals)

· GIS in education

· GIS in government

· Participatory GIS

· Semantic GIS

· GIS for NGOs, CBOs (Community-based organisations) and community development workers

· GIS in the military

· Applications, methodologies, theoretical work: 

· Disaster management

· Health

· Energy

· Water

· Climate change

· Weather

· Ecosystem management

· Agriculture

· Biodiversity

· Location based services, logistics, routing

· 2010 Soccer World Cup in South Africa

· Land reform

For more information, see the FOSS4G 2008 site: http://www.foss4g2008.org 
The deadline for paper submissions is 30 April 2008. If you would like to have your paper peer reviewed, you need to submit your full paper by or on the 30th of April to allow for the peer review process to take place. If you are submitting a non-peer reviewed paper you need to submit your abstract by or on this date. We are making use of an online submission facility so please go to the website to submit your paper.

Submit early, submit often! 
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