Envisioning Archaeology at ASU – the Next Decade
The archaeology program at ASU has benefitted by an extraordinary breadth of theoretical, methodological, and geographic expertise. In combination with a highly research-active faculty, this diversity has placed ASU in a position of national leadership in the field. It has also allowed ASU faculty to carry out basic research that defines the discipline while simultaneously demonstrating the broad scientific and social value of archaeological knowledge of the long-term human past and social diversity. These faculty embed the insights gained from this research into educational programs that give students a sense of the human heritage, the diversity of the human experience, the complexity of human society, and consequences of human decisions. The next decade offers an unparalleled opportunity to build on the foundation laid over the past decade by current faculty. ASU is positioned as one of the only places in the world to be able to bring archaeological insight to bear on grand challenges of human society:

· What does it mean to be human?

· What is the impact of climate change on societies?

· What drives the rise and collapse of cities and political systems?

· Are inequality and war inevitable in human society?

· What causes ethnicity, ideology, and religion to shift between beneficial and destructive forces?

To do this the archaeology program needs to maintain a balance between large-scale, transdiscipinary research and detailed case studies of sites and regional histories that provide critical empirical data. It will need to continue to grow its theoretical and methodological breadth—adding expertise in new domains of social theory and complexity, along with command of new technologies for data collection, analysis, and modeling. The program needs to maintain strong connections with the regional Southwest. This is the social and environmental mileu in which ASU is embedded and it is a unique laboratory in which to base research on several of the challenges mentioned above. At the same time, the program also needs a strong international perspective because these challenges are global in scope and access to data sets that span social, environmental, temporal, and geographic diversity are essential to carry out the comparative research and develop broadly applicable models of socioecological dynamics. Over the past decade, ASU has become an international exemplar for the potential of archaeology to integrate studies of the past with contributions to decisions that shape our future. Over the next decade, we envision that the program will build on this role to transform the practice of archaeology and its role in science and society. 
