Call for expressions of interest in hosting AFRICAGIS 2009 conference and exhibition.
There is an exciting opportunity to host AFRICAGIS 2009.  
AFRICAGIS is the premier conference and exhibition focussing on geo-information technologies and applications in Africa. The principal objective of AFRICAGIS is to provide a platform for geo-information professionals from Africa to learn about geo-information technology and its applications. It provides a forum for geo-information professionals to meet, interact, and be updated on new developments, products and emerging trends and issues. It also provides a unique opportunity for interaction among practitioners to share information and knowledge to advance the development and application of geo-information technologies to meet African developmental needs. 
The Observatory of Sahel Sahara (OSS) and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) launched the conference series in Tunisia in November 1993, with the support of several other organisations. This lead to AFRICAGIS’s growth and popularity, so much so, that the conference is held every second year since then.  The event has been held in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire (1995), Gaborone, Botswana (1997), Accra, Ghana (1999), Nairobi, Kenya (2001) ; Dakar, Senegal (2003), South Africa, Tshwane (2005), and Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (2007). 

Requirements for hosting AFRICAGIS

The International Organising Committee (IOC) is a consortium between, EIS-AFRICA, AARSE and AOCRS oversees the management of the AFRICAGIS brand and ensure continuity and international support.  
Successful bid countries must create a local organising committee (LOC) that will work in partnership with the IOC, on the organisation of AFRICAGIS. The LOC must be accountable to standards and norms of good practise as stipulated by the IOC.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the IOC and LOC will be drafted that will outline specific roles and responsibilities.  The MOU will have to be signed by the relevant parties involved.

The Local Organising Committee (LOC) should represent all interest groups in the field of GIS/EIS in the host country and must be able to liaise with the National Government of the country, insofar as this is required for the hosting of an international meeting by that country. 
The LOC must ensure the success of the AFRICAGIS meeting as a platform for the exchange of experience and information relating to the application of geo-information and related technologies in Africa. Hence, it takes responsibility for the following aspects (amongst others) of the meeting:

· Identifying and securing an appropriate venue and facilities for the hosting of the conference and exhibition;
· Putting together a representative, competent and accountable local organising committee; whose membership should represent the broad based stakeholder community which includes Government and private sector;
· Providing a secretariat for the conference, which is able to administer funds received for the meeting, and maintains communication with potential and registered participants;
·  A comprehensive fundraising strategy to cover all local costs;

· Provide a unique bank accounts and auditable accounts;

· Follow the principal of an affordable conference to the average African delegate;
· Publicising the conference and providing information on the objectives of the conference, its programme and practical arrangements;

· Preparing the programme, in consultation with the IOC and Programme Committee;

· The organisation of the associated exhibition.

Countries interested in hosting AFRICAGIS ‘09 (or the AFRICAGIS conference thereafter, i.e. AFRICAGIS ’11) are requested to provide a brief statement (1-2 pages) of their interest, in writing, to the EIS-AFRICA secretariat. 
This proposal should identify the lead organisation within the country, which will serve as a contact point with the IOC, and indicate the way in which relevant interest groups in the country will be involved in the organisation, meeting and exhibition.  
Broad ideas on the conference theme, the conference programme and suitable facilities suitable for the conference i.e. conference venues, hotels etc should be included. 

Providing evidence of the ability to organise a successful international meeting would obviously be advantageous to the bid, as would the potential to raise local funding towards the meeting. 
We look forward to receiving expressions of interest regarding the hosting of future AFRICAGIS meetings. 

Send your email to svorster@eis-africa.org or fax your application to: EIS-AFRICA, +27 12 349 2080 by latest 3 September 2007.

