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FREE ARTICLE:
GOVERNMENT GAZETTES: NOW FREE, ONLINE AND SEARCHABLE 
By Lenina Rassool
In August this year, Eskom came under fire when the Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) accused the energy provider of trying to sidestep the public participation process while applying for site licenses for two nuclear power stations. 

Outa asserted that nuclear energy is a national issue, and the notices should have been published in the national gazette and not provincial gazettes. The deadline for one of the notices was also less than the required 30 days. 

While Eskom initially responded that they had followed protocol, they have since re-published the call for comments for the Eastern Cape, allowing another 30 days for public comment. 

Whether the incident was due to an oversight or not, it is one example of why it’s critical for the public to keep up to date with government processes and activities. 

Until recently, this was difficult as the Government Gazette, which is the official organ of government and its main platform for communicating with the public, was not easy to navigate.  

If you wanted to find a particular notice, for example, unless you’re directed to its page, issue and date of publication, you would have to download and read through countless issues, head to one of the official publications depositories to consult a librarian or pay a private company for search functionality.

Now a new online platform, opengazettes.org.za, is putting government gazettes online and in one place, and making them searchable by keywords. The initiative is a collaboration between several organisations that aim to promote citizen access to public information and increase civic participation in government processes.

Currently, government gazettes are published online at gpwonline.co.za, but Greg Kempe, Lead Technologist at Code for South Africa, says that the PDF format they’re published in makes it difficult for computers to extract information. 

“There’s a lot of valuable information in gazettes that is still waiting to be unlocked, but because of the format, it’s difficult for people to find it without reading through every page of the gazette.”

The website was launched on 05 October this year and has already received positive feedback from citizens and organisations on social media. 

@LukaAucamp tweeted “Thank you @code4sa for #InformationJustice. Long overdue, giant step forward”.

@higgsri added, “took its time, but great news. One step closer to #OpenGovernance in #SouthAfrica #OpenContent #InformationLiberation

Open Gazettes is a collaboration between Code for South Africa, the Southern African Legal Information Institute (SAFLII) and the African Networks of Centers for Investigative Reporting, with support from The Indigo Trust and Code for Africa. 
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Partners: 
Code for South Africa - @code4sa
SAFLII - @saflii
[bookmark: _GoBack]Code for Africa - @Code4Africa
ACIR - @AfricaCIR 
The Indigo Trust - @indigotrust

Repost these tweets to spread the word about #GazetteLiberation 
· New online tool lets you search through Government Gazettes opengazettes.org.za #GazetteLiberation

· Got Gazettes? @code4sa is building the biggest free digital collection of government gazettes. Join us http://opengazettes.org.za/join #GazetteLiberation

· C4SA @saflii @indigotrust @Code4Africa @AfricaCIR are building a collection of free gov gazettes & we need your help: opengazettes.org.za/join

· Have you heard about the #GazetteLiberation campaign yet? If not, go to opengazettes.org.za to find out what it's all about!

· C4SA @saflii @indigotrust @Code4Africa @AfricaCIR are building a collection of free gov gazettes. Join us opengazettes.org.za/join
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Help us build the biggest collection of freely
available gazettes in South Africa

Join the Gazette Liberation





