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The proliferation of inexpensive and highly mobile and

location aware devices together with Web 2.0 technology
have fostered the emergence of the citizen as a source of
data. Mapping presently benefits from vast amounts of

spatial data as well as people able to provide observations

of geographic phenomena, which can inform map
production, revision and evaluation.

The great potential of these developments is, however, often limited by concerns. The latter
span issues from the nature of the citizens through the way data are collected and shared to
the quality and trustworthiness of the data. This book reports on some of the key issues
connected with the use of citizen sensors in mapping. It arises from a European Co-
operation in Science and Technology (COST) Action, which explored issues linked to topics
ranging from citizen motivation, data acquisition, data quality and the use of citizen derived
data in the production of maps that rival, and sometimes surpass, maps arising from
authoritative agencies.

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS

Giles Foody is Professor of Geographical Information Science at the University of
Nottingham. His research initially focused on remote sensing but gradually moved towards
including citizen sensing for mapping.

Linda See is a Research Scholar in the Ecosystems Services and Management Program at the
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis in Austria. She has a PhD in spatial
applications of fuzzy logic from the University of Leeds, where she was a Senior Lecturer in
Computational Geography and GIS for more than a decade.

Steffen Fritz is the Leader of the Earth Observation Systems Group in the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis’s (IIASA, Austria) Ecosystem Services and
Management Program. He joined IIASA in 2007 and is the driving force behind the Geo-Wiki



]11[ ubiquity press

open scholarship

crowdsourcing tool for improving global land cover. His research interests include earth
observation, citizen science, crowdsourcing and volunteered geographic information.

Peter Mooney is Lecturer in Computer Science at Maynooth University in Ireland. He has
been involved in Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI) related research for over a
decade. Specifically, his research interests in this domain focus on computational
approaches to VGI data quality, citizen contributor behavior patterns, and government and
policy maker usage of VGI.

Ana-Maria Olteanu-Raimond is a Researcher in Geomatics at the COGIT team of the
Research Laboratory of French National Mapping Agency (IGN-France). Her research topics
are focused on mechanisms to produce crowd and community sourced data, spatial data
quality assessment, spatial qualitative representation, and imperfect data fusion.

Ciddlia C. Fonte has a PhD in Geomatic Engineering. She is an Assistant Professor at the
Department of Mathematics, Faculty of Sciences and Technology, University of Coimbra,
Portugal, and a researcher and member of the board of directors of the Institute for Systems
Engineering and Computers at Coimbra.

Vyron Antoniou is an army officer serving at the Geographic Directorate of the Hellenic
Army General Staff. He has a PhD in Geomatics Engineering from University College London
(UCL), in the UK. His research interests include volunteered geographic information, spatial
data quality, citizen science and crowdsourcing.

PUBLICITY CONTACT
Anastasia Sakellariadi
a.sakellariadi@ubiquitypress.com

ABOUT UBIQUITY PRESS

Ubiquity Press is an open access publisher of peer-reviewed academic journals, books and
data. We operate a highly cost-efficient model that makes quality open access publishing
affordable for everyone. Visit ubiquitypress.com to learn more.




