
 
 
Short Press Release 
 
QGIS, the world's most popular open-source desktop Geographical Information System (GIS), is 
celebrating over 20 years of growth with a major release. This new version 4.0 successfully 
transitions the core of QGIS onto the Qt6 framework, a long-planned technical migration. 
 
While the user interface remains familiar, this shift introduces significant underlying changes for 
improved maintainability, usability, performance, and security. The update also unlocks access to 
modern libraries. To support its vibrant plugin ecosystem, QGIS has retained deprecated APIs 
where possible, offering a Qt6 compatibility guide for plugin developers. 
 
Beyond the migration, the community has added over a hundred new features, making the 
application more powerful and flexible. There is also an exciting period of growth for the 
revamped QGIS HUB. The project remains a community effort, welcoming developers, 
documenters, testers, and volunteers. QGIS is free software, supported by donors and sustaining 
members, and is committed to democratising access to spatial decision-making tools globally. 
 
 
Full Press Release 
 
The wait is over! QGIS 4.0 is here! 
 
QGIS (https://qgis.org) is the world’s most popular (open source) desktop Geographical 
Information System (GIS). It is used by people around the world to view, edit, analyse and 
share spatial data. It can produce professional-grade cartography products and supports 
hundreds of spatial data formats. QGIS is a member project of OSGEO, the Open Source 
Geospatial Foundation that is democratising access to spatial platforms (https://osgeo.org). 
 
Since our humble beginnings over 20 years ago, our project keeps growing stronger - both in 
terms of the software offering and in terms of our strong, diverse and vibrant community that 
supports and benefits from QGIS around the world. 
  

https://github.com/qgis/QGIS/wiki/Plugin-migration-to-be-compatible-with-Qt5-and-Qt6
https://hub.qgis.org/
https://qgis.org
https://osgeo.org


We are really pleased to announce the new major release of QGIS 4.0, which represents the 
successful culmination of a long-planned technical migration, transitioning the core of QGIS 
onto the Qt6 framework. 
 
On the surface, existing users should expect to engage with a GIS experience familiar to 
what they have come to know and love from previous QGIS releases. Under the hood, 
however, it introduces significant changes to maintainability and usability. These changes 
ensure that QGIS 4.0 can unlock additional access to modern libraries while bringing 
much-needed performance and security improvements to the codebase. 
 
To ensure a smooth transition for our vibrant ecosystem, we have retained deprecated APIs 
where possible, minimising the effort required for plugin developers to update their tools. 
While some legacy APIs (such as the Processing API from QGIS 2.x) will not be guaranteed 
future support and backwards compatibility throughout the lifespan of the QGIS 4.x series, 
developers supporting existing plugins can easily ensure their plugins are compatible with 
the new release using the Qt6 compatibility guide. 
 
While preparation for the QGIS 4.0 migration has been underway, the developer community 
has added over 100 new features across the application, making QGIS more powerful, more 
flexible, more secure, and generally just more awesome. Adjacent to developments 
associated with the codebase, the budding community of QGIS users has continued to share 
resources, including projects, styles, scripts, and more, leading to an exciting period of 
growth for the revamped QGIS Hub and associated community sites. 
 
If you want to see more about our release, check out our community sharing the 
announcement! 
 
For a whirlwind tour of all the new functionalities introduced in this release, you can view the 
highlight reel video on YouTube, and for a detailed rundown of the new features and 
improvements, please check out the visual changelog for this release. 
 
QGIS is a community effort, and we would like to extend a big thank-you to the developers, 
documenters, testers, and the many folks out there who volunteer their time and effort (or 
fund others to do so) to make these releases possible. From the QGIS community, we hope 
you enjoy this release!  
 
If you wish to donate time, money, or otherwise contribute towards making QGIS more 
awesome, please wander along to QGIS.ORG and lend a hand! 
QGIS is supported by donors and sustaining members. A current list of donors who have 
made financial contributions, large or small, to the project can be seen on our list of donors. 
If you would like to become an official project sustaining member, please visit our sustaining 
member page for more details. Sponsoring QGIS helps us to fund our regular developer 
meetings, maintain project infrastructure, and fund bug-fixing efforts. A complete list of 
current sponsors is provided below - our very big thank you to all of our sponsors! 
 
QGIS is free software, and you are under no obligation to pay anything to use it - in fact, we 
want to encourage people far and wide to use it regardless of their financial or social status - 

https://github.com/qgis/QGIS/wiki/Plugin-migration-to-be-compatible-with-Qt5-and-Qt6
https://hub.qgis.org/
https://youtu.be/SQJZm5Y0EKs
https://youtu.be/SQJZm5Y0EKs
https://youtu.be/wTK1exokBA8
https://qgis.org/project/visual-changelogs/visualchangelog40/
https://qgis.org/
https://qgis.org/funding/membership/members/
https://qgis.org/funding/membership/
https://qgis.org/funding/membership/


we believe that empowering people with spatial decision-making tools will result in a better 
society for all of humanity. 
 
 
A special thanks to our sponsors: 
 
Flagship (27,000+ € per annum): COSS, QGIS User Group Denmark 
Large: 

●​ Land Vorarlberg – Austria 
●​ MIERUNE Inc. –  Japan 
●​ NatureSpace Partnership –  United Kingdom 
●​ Ocean Winds –  Spain 
●​ QGIS Gebruikersgroep Nederland –  Netherlands 
●​ QGIS user group France –  France 
●​ QGIS user group Germany –  Germany 
●​ QGIS user group Sweden –  Sweden 
●​ QGIS user group Switzerland –  Switzerland 

 
Medium: 

●​ AERO TOYOTA Corporation – Japan 
●​ E-TIB Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH – Germany 
●​ EnviroSolutions Sp. z o.o. – Poland 
●​ ETH Zurich, Institute of Cartography and Geoinformation – Switzerland 
●​ GAIA mbH – Germany 
●​ GeoCat bv – Netherlands 
●​ Groundsure Limited – United Kingdom 
●​ IC Infraconsult AG – Switzerland 
●​ Idrostudi srl – Italy 
●​ Lutra Consulting Limited – United Kingdom 
●​ maptransfer GmbH – Germany 
●​ PBSGEO GmbH – Germany 
●​ QGIS España Association (QGIS user group Spain) – Spain 
●​ QGIS user group Norway (QGIS Norge) – Norway 
●​ regioDATA GmbH – Germany 
●​ Septima – Denmark 
●​ SMAVD - Syndicat Mixte d'Aménagement de la Vallée de la Durance – France 
●​ Syddjurs Kommune – Denmark 
●​ Terraplan – Germany 
●​ Trilobite Solutions – Australia 
●​ WhereGroup GmbH – Germany 
●​ WIGeoGIS Softwareerstellungs- und HandelsgmbH – Austria 

 
Small: 

●​ Alta ehf – Iceland 
●​ analyGIS GmbH – Switzerland 
●​ b-data GmbH – Switzerland 
●​ Baumsicht – Germany 
●​ BFM Umwelt GmbH Beratung-Forschung-Management – Germany 

https://coss.fi/
https://qgis.dk/
http://www.vorarlberg.at/
http://www.mierune.co.jp/
http://www.naturespaceuk.com/
https://oceanwinds.com/
https://qgis.nl/
https://www.osgeo.fr/association/qgis-fr/
http://www.qgis.de/
http://www.qgis.se/
http://www.qgis.ch/
https://www.aerotoyota.co.jp/en/
http://www.etib-ing.com/
https://envirosolutions.pl/
https://ikg.ethz.ch/
http://www.gaia-mbh.de/
https://www.geocat.net/
http://www.groundsure.com/
https://infraconsult.ch/
https://www.idrostudi.it/
http://www.lutraconsulting.co.uk/
https://www.maptransfer.de/
https://www.pbsgeo.com/
http://qgis.es/
https://qgis.no/
https://www.regiodata-gmbh.de/
http://www.septima.dk/
http://www.smavd.org/
http://www.syddjurs.dk/
http://www.terraplan.com/
https://trilobite.solutions/
http://wheregroup.com/
https://www.wigeogis.com/
http://www.alta.is/
https://www.analygis.ch/
https://www.b-data.io/
https://baumsicht.de/
https://www.bfm-umwelt.de/


●​ BGU Dr. Brehm & Grünz GbR – Germany 
●​ BK-Teleconsult GmbH – Germany 
●​ Blackthorn Ecology – Ireland 
●​ BNHR – Philippines 
●​ CartoExpert – France 
●​ CEICOL SAS – Colombia 
●​ Centremaps – United Kingdom 
●​ Chartis Technology – Australia 
●​ City of Canning – Australia 
●​ d.b.g. Datenbankgesellschaft mbH – Germany 
●​ EPrime Formacion Ltda – Chile 
●​ Fluvio inc. – Canada 
●​ GEOINNOVA SLU – Spain 
●​ geoneers GbR – Germany 
●​ GIS Mexico - Soluciones Geográficas de México SC – Mexico 
●​ GIS Specialist Dj Alejandra Duque Ropero – Italy 
●​ GIS-Seminare – Germany 
●​ GKG Kassel (Dr.-Ing. Claas Leiner) – Germany 
●​ Green City Control | Mientras Esperas S.L. – Spain 
●​ HermeSys, Inc. – South Korea 
●​ IGwU Ingenieurbüro für Grundwasser und Umweltfragen GmbH – Germany 
●​ Ingenieurbüro Stefan Sendl – Germany 
●​ Institut Polytechnique, UniLaSalle – France 
●​ Julie's Data – Ukraine 
●​ Kaplan Open Source Consulting Ltd – Israel 
●​ Kendall County GIS Department – United States of America 
●​ LökPlan Conze & Cordes GbR – Germany 
●​ lugs - Büro für Landschaftsplanung und Gewässerökologie – Germany 
●​ MagicDirt – Australia 
●​ Mammoth Geospatial – Australia 
●​ map-site.de Geoinformatik – Germany 
●​ MapGear – Netherlands 
●​ Maptastic – United Kingdom 
●​ MBS Environmental – Australia 
●​ MGGP S.A. – Poland 
●​ MHTC Ltd – United Kingdom 
●​ Natural GIS LDA – Portugal 
●​ NERAtech S.r.l. – Italy 
●​ North Road Consulting Pty Ltd – Australia 
●​ OSGeo Oceania – Australia 
●​ OSGeo:UK – United Kingdom 
●​ OSGeo.JP – Japan 
●​ Pali Consulting – United States of America 
●​ QGIS user group Slovakia (QGIS Slovensko) – Slovakia 
●​ QTibia Engineering – Romania 
●​ QWAST-GIS – Netherlands 
●​ Raumplanung Stadtplanung Brito-Huysza ZT OG – Austria 
●​ Regionalentwicklung Leitner & Partner ZT GmbH – Austria 

https://www.bgu-geoservice.de/
http://www.bk-teleconsult.de/
http://www.blackthornecology.ie/
https://bnhr.xyz/
https://www.cartoexpert.com/
https://www.ceicol.com/
https://www.centremapslive.co.uk/
https://chartistechnology.com/
http://www.canning.wa.gov.au/
http://www.datenbankgesellschaft.de/
http://www.eprime.cl/
http://fluvio.ca/
http://geoinnova.org/
http://www.geoneers.de/
http://www.gismexico.mx/
https://gisspecialist.it/
http://www.gis-seminare.de/
http://www.gkg-kassel.de/
https://greencitycontrol.com/
http://hermesys.co.kr/
http://www.igwu-gmbh.de/
https://ib-sendl.de/
https://www.unilasalle.fr/
https://juliesdata.com/
https://kaplanopensource.co.il/
https://www.kendallcountyil.gov/gis
https://www.loekplan.de/
http://www.lugs-kassel.de/
https://magicdirt.au/
https://mammothgeospatial.com/
https://www.map-site.de/
https://mapgear.nl/
https://www.maptastic.co.uk/
https://mbsenvironmental.com.au/
https://mggp.com.pl/
http://www.mhtc.co.uk/
http://www.naturalgis.pt
https://neratech.it
https://north-road.com/
https://osgeo-oceania.org/
https://uk.osgeo.org/gofundgeo.html
http://www.osgeo.jp/
https://pali-consulting.com/
https://qgis.sk/
https://qtibia.ro/
https://www.qwast-gis.com/
https://www.raum-planung.at/
https://regionalentwicklung.at/


●​ SCHEU Netzplanung GmbH – Germany 
●​ SIGMOÉ – France 
●​ SJ Geophysics Ltd – Canada 
●​ Spacescape AB – Sweden 
●​ Spatial Thoughts LLP – India 
●​ Stoneroad Limited – Hong Kong 
●​ Styrke 10 ApS – Denmark 
●​ Tasmanian Planning Commission – Australia 
●​ TEAsistemi – Italy 
●​ TerreLogiche – Italy 
●​ Territoire d'Énergie Isère – TE38 – France 
●​ The Spatial Distillery Company Pty Ltd – Australia 
●​ TYC GIS – Spain 
●​ UIH Planungsbüro Landschaftsarchitekten Figura – Schackers PartGmbB – 

Germany 
●​ UK Map Centre LLP – United Kingdom 
●​ University of Tartu, Landscape Geoinformatics Lab – Estonia 
●​ Urbsol – Australia 
●​ Västra Götalandsregionen – Sweden 
●​ Wakelin Associates Pty Ltd – Australia 
●​ Water Resources Solutions LLC – United States of America 
●​ ZUM urbanizem, planiranje, projektiranje d.o.o. – Slovenia 

https://www.scheu-netzplanung.de/
http://sigmoe.fr/
https://www.sjgeophysics.com/
https://www.spacescape.se/in-english/
https://spatialthoughts.com/
https://stoneroad-sg.com/
https://styrke10.dk/
https://www.planning.tas.gov.au/
https://www.teasistemi.com/
http://www.terrelogiche.com/
https://www.te38.fr/
https://spatialdistillery.com/
http://tycgis.com/
https://www.uih.de/
https://www.uih.de/
https://ukmapcentre.com/
https://landscape-geoinformatics.ut.ee/
http://www.urbsol.com.au/
http://www.vgregion.se/
https://www.wakelinassociates.com.au/
http://www.wrs-rc.com/
https://zum-mb.si/

